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Rockport Select Board 
Executive Session 

5:30 p.m. - Library 
Monday, March 13, 2023 

 
I. Executive Session 

a. Legal Matter Discussion with Town Counsel pursuant to 1 M.R.S. Section 405(6)(E)   
 

 
 

Rockport Select Board  
- PUBLIC MEETING - 

Library -  6:00 p.m. 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLa_-oEsFzrKUU4-MMNdCIVf-1-7HXDeqF 
 

 
AGENDA  

 
II. Call Meeting to Order 

III. Public Hearings 
a. Special Amusement Permit for The Farmstead Event & Conference Center 
b. New Liquor License for Malt Liquor, Wine & Spirits for Sophialk, LLC 
c. Renewal Liquor License for Malt Liquor, Wine & Spirits for Bleecker & Greer 

IV. Town Manager’s Report/Update 

V. Public Input on Non-Agenda Items 

VI. Amendments to the Agenda 

VII. Consent Agenda 
a. Approve Meeting Minute(s): 

Ø February 13, 2023 

VIII. Action Items 
a. Act on Special Amusement Permit – The Farmstead Event & Conference Center 
b. New Liquor License for Malt Liquor, Wine & Spirits for Sophialk, LLC 
c. Renewal Liquor License for Malt Liquor, Wine & Spirits – Bleecker & Greer 
d. Act on Committee Application(s): 

Ø Rob Dybas – Planning Board  
Ø Alison Angell – Rockport Parks and Beautification 

e. Act on Quit Claim - Deed Map T02, Lot A06-007 
f. RES Park Proposal Resolution of Support 
g. Warrant Articles for June 13, 2023, Referendum Election  

IX. Discussion Items 
a. West Rockport Fire Station Bid Presentation – Fire Chief Jason Peasley, Amanda 

Austin – 2A Architects 
b. Valuation Adjustment – Assessor Kerry Leichtman 
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c. Opera House Restoration- Megan Brackett 

X. Select Board Liaison Reports 
 
XI. Wastewater Commissioners 

a. Administrative Appeal – Megunticook Campground 
 

XII. Adjourn 

Future Meetings, Office Closures, Etc. 
Nomination Papers Available Now 
Monday, April 10, 2023 - Regular Select Board Meeting 
Monday, April 17, 2023 – Town Offices Closed – Patriots Day 
 



TOWN OF ROCKPORT
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

On Monday, March 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. at the Richardson 
Room located at the Rockport Town Office, the Rockport Select 
Board will have on their agenda a public hearing on the following 
applications:
SPECIAL AMUSEMENT PERMIT for THE FARMSTEAD EVENT 
& CONFERENCE CENTER, 175 Main St Rockport, ME.
NEW LIQUOR LICENSE FOR MALT LIQUOR, WINE & SPIRITS 
for SOPHIALK, LLC, d/b/a. Blue Spoon at 5 Country Inn Way, 
Rockport, ME.
RENEWAL LIQUOR LICENSE F MALT LIQUOR, WINE & 
SPIRITS for BLEECKER & GREER at 310 Commercial St 
Rockport, ME.
This public hearing will be part of the Select Board’s regular 
meeting agenda.

Liz M. Lowe, Town Clerk























































 
 

 

Town of Rockport, Maine 

Town Manager’s Office 
Town Office  
101 Main Street 
Rockport, Maine 04856 
Telephone:  207-236-0806 x3 
Fax:             207-230-0112 

Jonathan Duke, Town Manager 
Email: jduke@rockportmaine.gov 
 
Diane Hamilton, Executive Assistant and 
General Assistance Administrator 
Email:  dhamilton@rockportmaine.gov 

 
Town Manager’s Report & Update  

March 13, 2023 
 
Town Clerk: 
Nomination papers are now available at the Town Office for the following elected offices: 1 School 
Board seat, 1 Library Committee seat, 2 Select Board seats, and 3 Budget Committee seats. Those 
seeking nomination must obtain nomination papers at the Town Office, gather the signatures of at least 
25 registered voters, and return the papers to the office by April 13th.  At present, Kim Graffam and 
Mark Kelley have taken out nomination papers for seats on the Select Board. 
 
Currently Town Clerk Liz Lowe is working with InforME (Information Resource of Maine) regarding 
online tax payments in hopes to offer more electronic services to our residents. Providing this option to 
taxpayers, particularly those who cannot easily visit the office to make payments, should greatly help 
make that connection and reduce the onslaught of payments by mail which are an incredible burden at 
tax due date season each October and April. 
 
Wastewater: Allow me to take this space to provide some clarity regarding the issues surrounding 
wastewater treatment in Rockport. Currently the Town of Rockport lacks an agreement for the disposal 
of its wastewater and the Town was informed by the Town of Camden that they will be unable to 
process Rockport’s wastewater after March 2026. Anyone who has a Facebook account is abundantly 
aware of the capacity issues Camden’s wastewater system has, so it makes great sense they are unable to 
work with Rockport after that date and I take Camden officials at their word. Town staff investigated 
options to send wastewater to Rockland, but the costs are comparable to that of constructing Rockport’s 
own facility to treat its wastewater.  
 
Therefore Rockport must find a place to treat its wastewater in a manner consistent with rules and 
regulations of the Maine DEP, Army Corps of Engineers, the EPA, and more. All of which says nothing 
of the pre-eminent need from our residents to ensure Rockport Harbor and Penobscot Bay remain as 
pristine after a facility is in operation as it is today. Nevertheless, wastewater treatment is a necessity 
and one that the Town must confront head on.  
 
That confrontation means that a potential water resource recovery facility (W.R.R.F.) must be built 
“somewhere” in Rockport. Informed in part by requirements of environmental permitting needs and the 
cost to locate such a facility elsewhere in town, Cramer Park is currently at the top of the list of eligible 
town properties, but no final decisions have been made in this realm. Further investigation is ongoing, 
but the cost of piping is so significant that moving too far from the existing Goose River pump station 
near the bridge will increase the cost significantly. For example, current estimates suggest a WRRF 



2 
 

constructed at Cramer Park would be $18 million while constructing the same building at the public 
works facility off Route 1 would cost $27 million. 
 
Lastly, it is important to remember that keeping rates manageable for Rockport’s wastewater users is 
critical. We estimate that constructing the sewer expansion along Route 90 and the WRRF would yield a 
rate less than our current cost in the first year of operation and the rate would decrease each year as the 
bond impact drops. If we can provide a solution to Rockport’s wastewater treatment needs that is cost 
effective, provides local control of our solution, and does no harm to Rockport’s waterways; then that is 
a solution worth exploring further.  
 
Staff have begun meeting with Town committees to share these details and answer questions and I 
would expect these meetings will soon extend beyond committees to groups of residents. There is a 
myriad of questions to be asked, many of which do not yet have adequate answers, but I hope this 
provides some context to the situation at present and as always town staff and I are available to answer 
questions as needed. Additional information is available on the Town website’s Projects tab.  
 
Donut Festival: 
Rockport will be kicking off the 2023 Summer with our first annual Donut Festival! This festival will be 
a three-day weekend event, Friday through Sunday (June 2nd - 4th), and we will get the summer rolling 
with music, good food, and fun for all ages.  

We know what you are thinking, donut festival... really? Well, Rockport is home to the creator of the 
Donut Hole, Captain Hanson Crockett Gregory - commemorated on a plaque at the Nativity Lutheran 
Church in Rockport. Given this, it is a great reason why the community should come together to 
celebrate for a weekend of festivities, a weekend of which that corresponds to National Donut Day - the 
first weekend of June.  
Motor Booty Affair will open the festival with a dance at the harbor on Friday night with a stellar line-
up of event being planned throughout the weekend.  

Kids events - Parade - Corn (Donut) Hole Tournament - Candlelit Dinner on the Bridge - 5K Race - 
Food Trucks and a Craft Beer Tent, to name a few. oh, and of course - Donuts!  

Interested in volunteering for this Event? Or sponsoring an event, or advertising your company during 
the festival, for more information on the event is on our website at 
https://rockportmaine.gov/rockportdonutfestival 
 
Poster Contest Winner- Thank you to all for such diverse and creative submissions for our first poster 
contest. It really was a challenging decision as there were so many wonderful designs to choose 
from.  The winner is Angela Eastman from Rockland.   
 
Our hope is that this inaugural festival will become an annual event, so keep your eyes open for next 
year’s contest announcement. With gratitude for your creative energy and participation in our contest! 
 
Finance: 
GFOA Award - The Town has once again been awarded the Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 
for our Fiscal Year 2023 Budget.  This award is the highest form of recognition in governmental 
budgeting. Congratulations to Finance Director Megan Brackett for yet another award-winning effort. 
 
 



Emergency Management  
We continue to work diligently with representatives from FEMA. Our damaged box culvert on Scott’s 
Road was denied for reimbursement due to a lack of proof the culvert was working as it should prior to 
the storm. This issue highlights some larger concerns from FEMA’s review. Effectively they are asking 
for the Town to prove the status and condition of a piece of infrastructure retroactively. While the Town 
reviews the status of 72 miles of road for repairs, if FEMA will look to deny reimbursement in this 
manner, it will impact how we manage our road system. We will have to devote additional staff time to 
inspect, photograph, and document the status of each culvert in the town. That is not a small task, but 
without those records we may miss out on the next damaged culvert such as this which had an estimated 
replacement cost of over $300,000. It’s issues like this one that drive the cost of operating a town higher 
and higher despite our best efforts. 
 
Planning and Community Development: 
As mentioned in a prior report, the Town received a grant from Maine DOT for a Public Partnership 
Initiative grant to assist examining the stretch of road from Pascal Avenue’s start at Route 1 through 
Central Street and ending on Union Street’s intersection with Huse Street. Additionally, West Street and 
connections with the schools on Route 90 are part of this investigation. This project will provide the 
planning and study for a future Village Partnership Initiative application through Maine DOT to assist in 
improvements to that section of road. These efforts, under the guidance of the VPI Task Force appointed 
by the Select Board, will work with Maine DOT to blend their repair/replacement of the Goose River 
Bridge into other safety improvements and enhancements. To assist the town in this effort, the Town 
accepted a bid from Sewall Infrastructure to work with the VPI Task Force on this matter. 
 
Public Works:  
The last couple of weeks have been incredibly active for our public works employees. Frequent storms 
caused our crew to each work over 80 hours last week to ensure Rockport’s roads are safe and secure as 
soon as possible. While a warmer sun is helping our crews by melting ice and drying road sooner, the 
weather has not been very cooperative.  
 
This is also a good time to remind residents in many cases the Town or State of Maine own a greater 
width around the actual pavement suggests. In fact, most town roads are 50 feet wide, though the actual 
pavement is around 20 feet wide. What this means is that while it can be quite unsightly to see the edges 
of the road torn up from plowing, these road edges are typically town property. In this ever so elegant 
mud season, it is more important than ever for our plow drivers to push snow off the road edge and 
prevent heavy rains and melting to damage the road. Nothing about that process is attractive but it is a 
necessary part of maintaining a road system in a cost-effective manner.  
 
Harbor: 
Mooring bills were sent out just over a month ago and payments are rolling in. There are some 
adjustments to the billing process, in particular the amount for placement on the Wait List. If there are 
issues or questions on your bill please contact the Harbormaster Abbie Leonard.  
 
The Harbor Committee and the Parks and Beautification committees met to discuss Marine Park and 
how the varied missions of each group can work together. The process for approvals of peddlers permits 
for the park came to light in an attempt to provide balance between the commercial and leisure interests 
in the park.  
 
Fire Department:  
The department has been incredibly busy since the start of the new year with an average of nearly one 
call per day this year, and many mutual aid calls during the night. While this busy call volume helps to 
keep our volunteers active, it can weigh heavily on each volunteer during a tough time of year and this is 
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a good reminder that we are always looking for new volunteers to join the department. For those 
interested in learning more about joining the fire department, please contact Chief Peasley at 
jpeasley@rockportmaine.gov 
 
Training. This week’s training was on CPR, AED devices, deploying Narcan, and “Stop The Bleed” 
with paramedic Justin Hills.  While our fire fighters are not EMTs, the amount of emergency medical 
services asked for them to provide are ample and they sometimes don’t know what situations they may 
encounter on a fire call.  
 
Library: 
Events. Many events are happenings at the library so please keep an eye on the Rockport Public Library 
website and Facebook page.  We also provided a list of events in our most recent edition of the Rockport 
Resource Newsletter.     
 
Opera House: 
Unfortunately, currently there are no events at the Opera House due to water damage and construction 
going on.  
 
Wastewater: 
Maine Water Assistance Program.  Is a federally funded program to help support eligible households in 
having access to drinking water and wastewater utility services.  Households will be required to have a 
water liability in order to be eligible for the drinking water/wastewater program.  To receive an 
application, you can call 888-623-6762 or email water@mainehousing.org.   
   
Recreation Committee: 
If you want to schedule the use of a field for next year, email rockportrec@rockportmaine.gov.   
 
Rockport Resource Newsletter: 
If you would like to receive the Rockport Resource Newsletter via email you can sign up through our 
website.    
 
Employment Opportunities: 
We have several job openings with the Town of Rockport, stop by the Town Office for an application or 
call and we can email you an application.  Also, job applications are available on our town website, 
along with a detailed job description.  https://rockportmaine.gov/jobs   
 
All applications will be accepted until the positions are filled.  The Town of Rockport is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.   
 

• Public Works Truck Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer - This position involves manual 
work in road construction, repair, and maintenance, snow and ice removal, and other seasonal 
public works projects. A CDL is preferred. This is a full-time year-round position for an 
anticipated opening in the spring. 

• Video Technician – This position primary responsibilities are to operate the video and audio 
equipment at the Rockport Opera House for recording and Livestreaming meetings and events. 
This is a part-time year-round position with a lot of flexibility (most hours are evenings with 
some occasional weekends needed).   



Civic Ready: 
We encourage all residents to sign up for this, if you are interested in knowing what is happening in the 
Town of Rockport. What is great about this system is that you decide which types of information you 
receive whether it is a reminder when property taxes are due to information on an upcoming event at the 
Opera House or when a public works project is happening in your neighborhood; Civic Alert can keep 
you informed. Those interested can also sign up for alerts on our website at 
https://rockportmaine.gov/civicready 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 





















APPLICATION FOR COMMITTEE SERVICE 
Town of Rockport $ ����0DLQ�6WUHHW $ Rockport, ME 04856

Name: _______________________________________ 

Home Address:______________________Work Address:_________________________ 
Mailing Address (if different):  ______________________________________________ 
Phone Number:  (Home) _____________________ (Work)_______________________ 

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________

Committee you wish to serve on:_____________________________________________ 

Why do you want to serve on this committee? 

Do you have any background that would be helpful to this committee? 

Land Use philosophy: (if applicable) 



  

 
APPLICATION FOR COMMITTEE SERVICE – continued 

 
 
Are there objectives you wish to see accomplished? 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
Are you interested in serving on other committees? 
 
  
 
  
 
 
  
 
Interview comments: 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
Appointment Date:  _________________________________________________ 
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022123 draft 
3/9/23 draft/3.10.23 LFF 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT 
 
This Resolution of Support is entered into between the Town of Rockport (the Town) 
and the Lesher Family Foundation (LFF). 
 
WHEREAS, the property known as the Rockport Elementary School (RES) site is a 
valuable Town-owned site that can benefit the Town as a public park and recreation 
area; and  
 
WHEREAS, various efforts to redevelop the RES site have occurred over the past ten 
years but have been unsuccessful; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2021, the Town contracted with New Height Group to assess future uses 
of the site including administration of a survey of residents that found that using a 
significant portion of the RES site for community space was a preferred option, with 
Town residents expressing a desire for a place where people of all ages could enjoy 
open green space, walk along trails, have places for children to play, and have potential 
locations for community events such as farmers’ markets, concerts, and food truck 
festivals; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town does not have the resources to develop the RES site into a 
public park and recreation area, or to finance the ongoing operation and maintenance of 
such an area; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Lesher Family Foundation (LFF) has approached the Town and, under 
the terms set forth herein, offered to make a donation to the Town for the purposes of 
setting aside the RES site for use as a public park and recreation area, to fund the 
creation of conceptual designs for the park and to manage and lead broad public 
outreach efforts to engage with the community on park design, programming and 
management; and to fund the development and support the management and operation 
of a premier park amenity with a high level of design excellence in Rockport on the RES 
site by establishing a nonprofit community-based park organization dedicated to the 
successful implementation of a park in Rockport with revenue sources independent of 
the Town budget;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, 

1. The Lesher Family Foundation (LFF) agrees to donate $1 million to the 
Town to be used by the Town to fund a project or projects that the Town, in its sole 
discretion, determines should be funded by the donated funds.  

2. The Town accepts the donation of $1 million from LFF. 

3. The Town agrees to retain title to and dedicate the land known as the RES 
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site (as described on Exhibit A) (the Property), for use as a public park and recreation 
space.   

4. LFF agrees to fund the creation of conceptual designs for the park and to 
manage and lead public outreach efforts by establishing a working group comprised of 
residents from the Town and engaging community members on park design, 
programming and management, and to fund the construction and support the 
management and operation of a park and recreation area intended to benefit all Town 
residents. 

5. Preliminarily, LFF has worked with Terry DeWan & Associates, Landscape 
Architects (now known as Viewshed), to develop some conceptual designs for the RES 
site.  These designs include the following potential park amenities: 

a. Parking lot 
b. Sidewalks providing access to park features 
c. Children’s playground area 
d. Water play area 
e. A field house with year-round accessible restrooms 
f. Multi-purpose playing fields  
g. Walking trails 
h. Performance space 
i. Dedicated areas for farmers’ markets, craft fairs and the like 

The park may include some combination of the above features. Details to be confirmed 
in the design stage with public feedback and budget as determining factors. 

 
6. In addition, LFF plans to hold public meetings to discuss possible 

additional ideas and features to include on the Property.  The parties’ intent is to 
develop a park and recreation area that has features and areas desired by the 
community, as determined from community outreach meetings. 

7. LFF agrees to spend the amount of $3 million on constructing the above 
features and such other features favored in public meetings and appropriate for the 
Property and consistent with the $3 million budget. 

8. In addition, LFF agrees to spearhead an initiative to raise the funds 
necessary to ensure the ongoing availability of funds for the operation and maintenance 
of the park facilities.  To that end, LFF proposes the establishment of an endowment for 
this purpose and is prepared to cover any shortfall in annual maintenance and operating 
costs not covered by the endowment.  Such operation and maintenance shall include 
but not be limited to:  mowing of the fields, maintenance of the grass, snow removal 
from the parking lot, sidewalks, restroom area and children’s playground area, and 
appropriate security and monitoring of the area.  These services could be performed by 
the Town provided LFF and/or the endowment agrees to reimburse the Town for these 
services. 

9. The Town and LFF will work together to form a public private partnership 
entity to administer this agreement and ensure the long term benefits of the new park 
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and recreation area to the community of Rockport.  Such entity will include 
representatives from the Town, the LFF, and residents of Rockport.  The parties 
recognize that this is a long-term relationship, one that will benefit the community of 
Rockport, and that all are committed to working together for the good of the community 
in making the park and recreation area at the Property a community gathering place for 
all ages and in years to come. 

10. This agreement is contingent on a successful, majority vote in favor by the 
voters of Rockport of a June 2023 ballot measure.   

11. [Mediation]  

12. [Remedies] 

 

 

______________________________________ ________________ [date] 

Town 

 

_______________________________________  ___________________[date] 

LFF 



 

 
 

 

Town of Rockport, Maine 

Town Manager’s Office 

Town Office  

101 Main Street 

Rockport, Maine 04856 

Telephone:  207-236-0806 x4 

Fax:             207-230-0112 

Jonathan Duke, Town Manager 

Email: jduke@rockportmaine.gov 

 

 

Diane Hamilton, Executive Assistant and 

General Assistance Administrator 

Email:  dhamilton@rockportmaine.gov 

 

Memo 
To: Select Board 

From: Jon Duke, Town Manager 

Date: March 9, 2023 

Re: Warrant Articles for June 2023 Referendum Election 

 

I ask the Board to order the Town Clerk to draft warrant articles for inclusion on the June 2023 

Annual Town Meeting referendum election on the following areas of discussion: 

 

• Approval of the Annual Town Budget 

• Approval of the annually authorized items in the Town Meeting warrant including such items as 

the ability for the Select Board to accept gifts, accepting grant funds, setting the rate of interest on 

uncollected taxes, etc. 

• Approval of the construction of the West Rockport Fire Station 

• Approval of an agreement with the Lesher Family Foundation constructing a park at the former 

Rockport Elementary School. 

 

As well as the following items from the ORC and Planning Office per Orion’s memo: 

  

• A question for the merger of both 906 zone districts  

• A question for the merger of all three 907 zone districts  

• A question for definition clarity regarding structures.  

• A question for landscape requirement clarification and buffer zone requirements.  

• A question with regards to LD2003 for incorporating its Additional Dwelling Unit(s) 

requirements.  

 

mailto:jduke@rockportmaine.gov
mailto:dhamilton@rockportmaine.gov


 

 
 
 

Town of Rockport, Maine 

Planning and Development Directors Office 
Town Office  
101 Main Street 
Rockport, Maine 04856 
Telephone:  207-236-0989 x 2 
rockportmaine.gov/planning_communitydevelopment 

 

Orion Thomas, MCRP 
Planning and Development Director 
Email: othomas@rockportmaine.gov 
 
 

 

Page 1 of 2 

Date:   3/2/2023 
To:   Select Board 
 
Regarding:  Questions for ballot 
 
Dear Select Board members, 
 
For the upcoming June 2023 ballot, I am looking for questions to address the following ordinance amendments.  
 

• A question for the merger of both 906 zone districts  
 

• A question for the merger of all three 907 zone districts  
 

• A question for definition clarity regarding structures.  
 

• A question for landscape requirement clarification and buffer zone requirements. 
 

• A question with regards to LD2003 for incorporating its Additional Dwelling Unit(s) requirements. 
 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Orion Thomas 
Planning and Development Director  
Town of Rockport 
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1)  "BOUNDARY SURVEY & CONVEYANCE PLAN; TOWN OF ROCKPORT; WEST ROCKPORT FIRE STATION; 624 WEST STREET,
ROCKPORT, KNOX COUNTY, MAINE", BY GARTLEY & DORSKY ENGINEERING & SURVEYING, DATED AUGUST 1, 2019.

2) TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY, TOWN OF ROCKPORT,WEST ROCKPORT FIRE STATION, BY GARTLEY & DORSKY ENGINEERING &
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Date:   3/8/2023 
Regarding: Sewer Tie-In Fee    
 
Dear Select Board members, 
 
I am writing to you with regards to the concerns of our Sewer Tie-In fees being too cost-prohibitive for seasonal 
businesses, in particular regarding Megunticook Campground.   
 
“The Board heard the case of the Megunticook Campground who wishes to see 
a lower fee for their hookup. The cost was seen as prohibitive for the 
nature of the business being seasonal and they hope to see what latitude 
we have to make changes to the fee schedule within the existing 
ordinance.  Megan suggested that perhaps we split the connection fee and 
the debt service fee as a way to help split these things.” 
 
With regards to changing the ordinance, certainly this can be done. However, I would urge the Select Board and 
Waste Water Commissioners to not make concessions for businesses upset about the ordinance in play and 
associated fees per its structure. Understandably, a $27,000 fee is a lot of money, but put into context of a new 
Septic System in excess of $45,000 and routine yearly maintenance, the sewer tie in fee as calculated is more 
favorable.  
 
About a year ago, I began looking into the Sewer Tie-In fees to calculate how much was being lost for a 
subdivision going in abutting our new sewer line. You might recall that subdivision as the rationale behind the 
new language to remove the loophole in the ordinance. At the time of this investigation a year ago, it was 
determined through an internal office review that our Sewer Tie-In fee was fair for business and we were not 
completely sure why this subdivision did not want to tie-in. I have recently resurrected this investigation to put 
today’s numbers associated with a Sewer Tie-In fee and found that Rockland charges $2,400 per Equivalent 
User, Thomaston charges $1,000 per Equivalent User, Waldoboro Charges $1,000 per Equivalent User, and 
Damariscotta charges $2,000 per Equivalent User. Depending on how one would like to view Rockport in 
comparison to these communities, we are either on-par with the surrounding areas or under for our Sewer Tie-In 
fee. To put into context of different businesses in the area and their total for Sewer Tie-In fee, the new nursing 
home currently being constructing in Rockland paid a little shy of $75,000, and a hotel in Thomaston paid 
around $30,000.  
 



 
With regards to the campground’s seasonality, it is true they are seasonal but that should not deter how the 
Sewer Tie-In Fee is calculated. When they are not in use, they will not have a sewer user fee but because they 
are an abutting landowner of the sewer line, they will have to pay monthly debt service – per our latest Sewer 
Ordinance.   
 
Concerning Rockport’s pro-business stance with regards to tying into the sewer system, and with the above 
information for what nearby communities charge in the Midcoast, Rockport has a good and fair rate that is 
encouraging of users to tie into our system vs constructing a large septic system with a leach field.  
 
Further, with the Megunticook Campground tying into the sewer line they will have an opportunity to increase 
their density as well as use the area currently occupied by their extensive leach field. This allows the 
campground more business opportunities, of which I hope they take advantage of.  
 
In summation, the Sewer Tie-In fee calculated should not be waived or reduced. If Megunticook Campground 
cannot pay for the total $27,000 at time of Tie-In, then a recommendation from my office would be to set up a 
contractual arrangement to pay the fee over the course of a year.  
 
 
Scincerly,  
 

 
Orion Thomas 
Planning and Development Director  
Town of Rockport 
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